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Octopuses and Squids
	Octopuses and squids are among the thousands of organisms in the aquatic ecosystem. They are primarily found in large water bodies and also belong to the same group known as the Cephalopoda. Although they belong to the same class of animal classification, they are distinctly different in their physical features, habitation, and behavioural characteristics. They can be physically confusing, but the distinction is apparent in the difference in how they lead their lives. While looking at these animals from a distance, their appeal is calm and harmless, but they can be ruthless killers in reality (Hochberg and Camacho-García 401). For example, squids have had a history of taking down large predator creatures such as sharks and ships. In what follows, I will explore the similarities and differences between octopuses and squids.
	Squids and octopuses are similar in that they are invertebrates and without any other bones in their bodies, making them soft. Neither of these creatures has a shell, but instead, their internal organs are protected by a covering surrounding them called the mantle. They are both head-footed, which means they do not have actual feet, and their rounded heads are the main features of their bodies. Octopuses and squids are well suited for their habitat in terms of feeding because they both enjoy feeding on tiny sea organisms such as small fish and shrimp, preferring to hunt at night. 
	Additionally, octopuses and squids can camouflage. They use this feature mostly when hunting or when they feel threatened and need to hide from the possible attacker. Anatomically, both squids and octopuses have eight arms equipped with suckers for grasping, locomotion and catching prey. The blood of both of these animals contains copper that serves in transporting oxygen within their bodies, and it also gives them blue pigmentation in their blood. 
	Octopuses are also different physically in that the octopus' head is rounded with its eight arms emanating from it (Hochner 18). In comparison, the squid's head is triangular shaped with eight arms more to the rear, a pair of tentacles, and have two fins on their head. In contrast, squids can live in the open sea, while octopuses prefer the seafloor in deep or shallow waters, living amidst rubbish and debris that settle at the ocean floor. Hunting behaviour varies in that squids use the sucker on their arms to catch and secure their prey then eats it in chunks. At the same time, octopuses deliver a paralyzing venomous injection into their target, uses their saliva to dissolve and loosen the prey's meat the rips and eats it with its beak and mouth.
	In their defence characteristics, squids use their ability to expel clouds of ink into the water, which confuses their prey and gives them time to escape (Clarke 48). Octopuses on the other hand, when threatened, they change their colour to hide and are also known to squeeze their bodies into tiny spaces such as crevices or shell to hide from the predators. Octopuses are entirely solitary creatures except for mating seasons, while squids can live a solitary life or in schools. Concerning reproduction, octopuses fertilize eggs in their females’ bodies, who later lay them in a den and waits for them to hatch, while squids mate in large groups then lay their eggs and attach them to rocks or the coral; they do not invest in their young but leave them to survive.  
Works Cited
Clarke, John. "SQUIDs." Scientific American, vol. 271, no. 2, 1994, pp. 46-53.
Hochberg, Frederick G., and Yolanda E. Camacho-García. "Squids and Octopuses." Marine Biodiversity of Costa Rica, Central America, 2009, pp. 399-407.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Hochner, Binyamin. "Octopuses." Current Biology, vol. 18, no. 19, 2008, pp. R897-R898.
